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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Potato, Potatoe 

My dearest sisters and brothers in Christ, 

     Did I confuse any of you by the November “Rock Soup” article?  If so, just know that I believe you 
all ROCK!  I invited us into a brain collaborative of dreaming how we can live in response to all 
Christ gives and does for us.  This month, I need to report on some of those dreams becoming reali-
ty; yet, encourage us to keep dreaming- by dreaming I mean making stone soup together. 

     As I sit to write this article, the season of Advent is very fast approaching.  Yet, we were still in 
Pentecost and so we heard from the Gospel of Mark, “This is but the beginning of the birth-
pangs.”  There is violence, distractions, and despair all around us. But there’s also the promise of 
new life. The awaited for Messiah has come, is coming, and will continue to always come into our 
world. What do our birthpangs look like today?  How do we know we are experiencing those birth-
pangs? 

     Most people who have experienced the arrival of a new person into our world can tell you it is the 
most rewarding and yet the most challenging of times.  With the excitement comes the work of deliv-
ery.  Now, St Mark is not talking about real birth.  St Mark is talking about the arrival of new life.  A 
new way for us to walk this world while anticipating and feeling the Kingdom of God at hand. 

     Here comes the reward and challenge of the dreams we have been dreaming and living.  Did you 
know that our outward focus had us busier than bees the last week of November?  And, that focus 
will keep us busy through December.  We had our pancake breakfast, hosted the Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Service, held a pre-bon fire wing and chili fest, handed out free turkeys, started our 
free soup Wednesdays, started preparing for the prime rib dinner, began decorating for Advent.  All 
these things cause us to give up ourselves, our time, and our possessions which are not easy things to 
give.  Yet, we know the reward which comes after we do release them. 

     Potato, potato, it’s all a matter of perspective.  With our focus on helping others, our perspective 
has been set on Christ.  As Christ first gave us, so we now give to others.  The difficulties tied with 
freely giving of ourselves, our time, and our possessions has failed in comparison to the joy allowed 
to come to us through sacrifice.  This Advent, I invite everyone into giving a piece of yourself for 
someone else’s benefit.  This Advent, I invite everyone to welcome the pains (or pangs if you want) of 
new life.  The pains will bring that life into the reality of today.  Allowing the pains (or difficulties) 
will help make this Advent a joy-filled anticipation of Christmas to come. 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

 Pr. Brian 
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Church Council Members 
 

Barb Fister: 610-266-1160 (President)       Cheryl Kneiss: 610-262-0467 (Vice President)                      

Diane Czar: 610-739-6006 (Secretary)       RuthAnn Reinsmith: 610-264-4346                                                  

Carol Cunningham:  610-264-2045             Joe Schwindenhammer: 610-573-1957  

Robert Bastian: 610-266-4287                      Robin Ruch:  610-849-6585                                                            

Rick Martson: 484-661-5183  

Bob Schweitzer: 610-393-4736                     Stephanie Chimics:  484-553-2992 

    

 

 The Church’s budget deficit at the end of October was (-$11,698).  At the end of Oc-

tober of 2020 (last year), we had a budget surplus of $6,788. 

 Thus far in 2021, we are averaging $3,539 per week—$266 per week less than what 

is needed to make this year’s $197,862 budget. 

 Regular budgeted income received thus far in 2021 is $6,016 less than last year.   

 Special gifts received in October were as follows: 

  

 $625.00 - Capital Campaign 

 $760.00 - Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

 $400.00 - Neighbor Support Funds 

 $  15.00 - Building Fund 

 $  15.00 - All Saints Day 

 $  10.00 - Summer and Vacation 

 

 Thank you to everyone who contributed to these special causes. 

 Historically, the Advent and Christmas Seasons have always been the best for the 

church from a financial standpoint.  Hopefully this year will be no exception especially 

since 2021 has been a bit of an “off” year. 

 Please continue to support Holy Trinity’s mission financially to the very best of 

your ability, especially during this year’s Advent and Christmas season.  

 Thank you. 

 

      John Marakovits 

      Treasurer  

 



 

 

CHURCH NEWS  
 

What is the “Simply Giving” Program?  

The Simply Giving Program offers a variety of 

secure electronic payment solutions that allow 

individuals to make regular offering payments 

to churches. It is convenient for you and pro-

vides much-needed consistency for the 

church. Collection basket offerings can fluctu-

ate significantly from week to week but when 

contributions are automated, the church re-

ceives funds on a steady, uninterrupted basis.   

The Simply Giving Program helps churches 

transition to an era in which families increas-

ingly expect the same electronic payment op-

tions they have in all other areas of personal 

finance. 

 To learn more, call Robin at the church 
office. 610-264-2641.  

At any time, you can give donations to the 

“Pastor’s Discretionary Fund”.  This fund is used 

to give temporary financial assistance to people 

of our congregation and community when a sud-

den need arises.  You may send contributions to 

the church or place them in the offering plate on 

Sunday mornings.  Please mark your checks or 

envelopes “Pastor’s  Discretionary Fund”. 

 

 

Happy Birthday!!!! 
 

12/01 RuthAnn Reinsmith 

12/01 Barb Fister 

12/04 Jack Gebhardt 

12/05 Drew Carfara 

12/11 Michael Gillette 

12/21 Layla Zimmerman 

12/22 Heidi Kober 

12/23 Joanne Spengler 

12/25 Michael Ondush 

12/28 Wayne Kincaid 

12/28 Michael McCloud 

12/31 Abby Cunningham 

Did you know?   

Blood transfusions save more than 4 million 
Americans each year? 

 

Holy Trinity is a member of the Blood Bank 

Program. If you give blood, you may desig-

nate it as Holy Trinity. Also, if you ever need 

blood, tell them you’re a church member. 
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Altar Flowers 

Jan. 2nd  In loving memory of par
   ents Hilda Bond, Wm. An
   derson and Dr. John L. 
   Bond for their birthdays 
   by Frank and Carole 
   Nacci.  
 
Jan. 9th  In loving memory of   

   Bernadine Wehr and  

   Robert Spengler by Ann 

   and Dale. 

Jan. 16th  Open 

Jan. 23rd  Open 

Jan. 30th  In honor of Anniversary 

   for Ann Spengler and Dale 

   Wehr. 

 

   Bulletins  

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND: 

Jan. 2rd  Open 

Jan. 9th  In loving memory of   

   Bernadine Wehr and  

   Robert Spengler by Ann 

   and Dale. 

Jan. 16th  Open 

Jan. 23rd  Open 

Jan. 30th  In honor of Anniversary 

   for Ann Spengler and Dale 

   Wehr. 

“Trinity Tidings” 

All dedications are taken for 2021 

Please Note: The council has decided that 

the standing dedications for flowers will 

still stand but on the “open” Sunday’s we 

are asking people to sponsor bulletins , 

Pastor Discretionary Fund, Etc…. to off set 

that cost. Your dedication will be in the bul-

letin. If you have any questions, please call 

the church office.  

 

Altar Flowers 

Dec. 5th  In loving memory of David 

   Svitana and Emma Schwab 

   by Sandy and Erich   

   Svitana. 

Dec. 12th  In loving memory of John  

   Medence, Jr. by his wife,  

   Rita. 

Dec. 19th  In memory of my loved  

   ones by Rena Bond. 

Dec. 26th  In loving memory of  

   Catherine and Stephen  

   Gasper by Ann and  Dale. 

Bulletins  

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND: 

Dec. 5th  Open 

Dec. 12th  Open 

Dec. 19th  Open 

Dec. 24th  In loving memory of Clara  

   Fischer by The Carl Fischer 

   family. 

Dec. 26th  In loving memory of  

   Catherine and Stephen  

   Gasper by Ann and  Dale. 

  

Sunday, December 5th: 5:30pm Catasauqua 

Christmas Tree Lighting      

Saturday, December 11th: 4:30, 5, 5:30 & 

6pm Seating Tickets needed Prime Rib Dinner 

Sunday, December 12th: 11:30am  Congre-

gational Meeting to approve 2022 budget 

Friday, December 24th:  

Christmas Eve Services: 4pm & 7pm 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

December SCRIP highlights: 
 

THE DECEMBER ORDER DEADLINE IS BEING MOVED TO Sunday, December 5th!   
This will allow for extra shipping time during this busy season, and give you a little more breathing 
space. Cards should be available for delivery to you by Sunday, December 12th.  IOUs are wel-
come.  
~ Some cards are available for a limited time in lower denominations than usual.  We can include them 
in our December 5th order, in plenty of time for Secret Santas, hairdresser and other holiday tips, 
and stocking stuffers.  Choose from $5 cards from Panera, Starbucks, Barnes & Noble, Cold Stone 
Creamery, and Taco Bell; and $10 cards from Walmart, Target, Red Lobster, amazon, Applebee's, Home 
Depot, IHOP, CVS, Outback/Bonefish Grill/Carrabba's, and Olive Garden/Longhorn Steakhouse. 
~ We will be replenishing our stock with the December order, but we encourage you to place an order to 
make sure we have what you want.  See Joe or Diane after 9:00 worship any Sunday, or call/text Diane 
(610-739-6006). If you attend the 8am or 10:30 service, we'll be there after your service on December 12th 
and 19th for your convenience.  Note: We have reduced what we carry in stock due to more limited dining 
and other activities related to COVID. For example, we do not purchase restaurant cards for our inventory, 
but we do carry "fast food" options. Restaurant cards can still be ordered. 
 

Here are some SCRIP card ideas that you might not hear about in our usual 
"coffee...gas...groceries...prescriptions...fast food and dining"  spiel: 

Cabela's/ProBass...Best Buy...Amazon...Advance Auto Parts... 
Bath & Body Works...Overstock.com...Wayfair... 

Bed Bath & Beyond...Staples...PetSmart...Pottery Barn...Ross... 
Marshall's/TJ Maxx...Old Navy...LL Bean...iTunes...AMC...Lowe's... 

Home Depot...Jo-Ann Fabrics...Michael's...BuyBuyBaby... 
Dick's Sporting Goods...Gap...Ace Hardware...JC Penney...Boscov's... 

American Eagle...Claire's...Target...Chuck E Cheese... 
fiVe BELoW...SONIC...Cinnabon...Auntie Anne's (pretzels)...Yankee Candle 

Foot Locker/Lady Foot Locker...Land's End...Men's Wearhouse... 
Kohl's (to shop or pay your bill) 

 
Order forms are available outside the church office and in the entryway to the sanctuary (narthex). 

Proceeds pay for Holy Trinity's faith formation (Christian education) and related expenses. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

You will be  receiving a letter via e- mail to remind you that your Team/Committee reports are due  before 
and no later than Sunday, January 2nd, 2021. You may submit them in various ways.  Hand-written, 
typed, or email.  If your report will be turned in late, please let Robin know 610-264-2641.  Thank you!!! 

 

  
 

 
 



 

 In this CHURCH we strive to be… 

Christ-Centered, Spiritual, Praising, Growing, 

Serving, Partnering, Supporting 

Pastor’s past month ministries: 

Discretionary Funds- rent help and a couple gift cards for food help, 

Partnering-  

• Started conversation with Family Promise about being a host congregation.  Council approved 
idea.  First week of guests was 10/24/21.  We paused Coffee with a Cop. 

 
Praising- 

• 3 services available on Sunday mornings but back to old schedule: 8, 9, 10:30. 
 

• 8am will be spoken with communion.  9am will be a brief liturgy with communion then education 
time for all ages to follow.  10:30 will be traditional European worship. 

 
Growing-  

• Finance team has sent to Council a spending/savings plan for former St Paul trust funds. 
 

• Property ordered and deposit send for: bilco doors, an air exchange system for basement, improved 
sound system for nave and Alice Storch Community Room, new kitchen floor, new kitchen center island, 
new roof on portico and new spouting all around church building. 

 

• Vision team will look to discern most needed ministry for Catasauqua at this time. 

 
Spiritual- 

• Talk about Wednesday prayer space resurfaced.  If you are willing to sit in church space on Wednes-
day’s from 5-7pm, please call the office.   Going to try Native American spiritual practices for the next 
few months. 

 
Supporting-  

• Hosted last Saturday of month free community lunch.  Serve from 11-12:30 please join to eat or to 
serve or my favorite, both. 

 
Christ-Centered- is why we do all these things.  Without Christ, we are nothing. 



 

 

Trinity Morning Glories 

 

We are a daytime women’s group here at Holy Trinity.  Our focus is on the spiritual and 
service to others.  Along the way, we share food, work, laugh, chat and pray togeth-
er!  Please join us! 

 
Note:  Our meetings will always be the 3rd Monday at 10:00 (exception: Dec. will be the 2nd 

Monday). 
 
On Monday, November 15, 2021, 29 women attended our meeting.   The meeting ended in a “Souper” 
way with 4 delicious homemade soups, breads and desserts. 
 
We welcomed Kathy Kies as a new member of the Morning Glories. 
 
Nancy Miller’s devotions reminded us of hope and God’s love.  Nancy told us of a 40 day Hope Jar that 
Hope Lutheran Church gave to each member during this past Lenten season.  We all need hope every day. 
She reminded us how often we use the word ‘love” in terms of “I love pizza” or “I love to do that” instead of 
thinking in terms of God’s love.  She had 4 volunteers read quotes from the Bible that dealt with God’s 
love. 
 
Ongoing Projects:  New and Gently used bras for SELF (Ruthann Reinsmith): Several bras will be 
turned in.  Turning Point (Linda Wiland):  2 more phones will be turned in.  Morning Glories Bul-
letin Board in Alice Storch Room has been delightfully updated by Vicki Chimics and Judy Con-
nelly.   
 
Mystery dinner theater, “Death and Doo Wop” has been postponed until September 17, 
2022.  “Without A Cue Productions, LLC” will present the play.  Bad Bones BBQ will cater the event.  
 
Distribution of offering:  2 - $25 Walmart gift cards for Cay Galgon Family Life Center, $300 in Script 
cards were given to the Ronald McDonald House Charities® of the Philadelphia Region which supports 
families of seriously ill children by creating a community of comfort and hope. 
 
Holiday Hope Chest Boxes:  59 boxes is the total number of boxes that will be given to The Volunteer 
Center of the Lehigh Valley.  Jerry Charvala and Ed Hartranft will deliver the boxes the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving.  
 
Christmas Cookie Sale:  We will not be doing this in 2021 but will revisit the idea in 2022. 
 
Bethlehem Emergency Sheltering Dinner: January 24, 2022 – Linda Wiland is heading up.  See 
attached file for volunteer details. 
 
ELCA Advent Calendars were distributed. 
 
Christmas Shut-in Lists with suggestions for the Shut-in Christmas bags were passed out.  These are to be 
delivered before Christmas to the chosen shut-in. 
  
Since Sept. 2008, $54,208.44 has been donated to special causes; this does not include all the non-
monetary donations that have been made over the past 13 years which probably equal that amount. 
 

Cont’d……... 
 

 



 

 

Trinity Morning Glories (cont’d)  

 Future Dates: 
 

   Monday, December 13, 2021, 10:00: Devotions – Linda Wiland 

   $10 Fun Gift Exchange 

 Christmas Games/Carols 

Donation:  Pajama Program – children’s new pj’s and new books ONLY 

(children’s sizes through adult XXXL are welcome) 

Christmas Buffet!!! – Entrees: Pierogi Casserole/Lucy Lynn, Hawaiian Meatballs/Pat Fried 

Macaroni & Cheese/Barb Fister, Stuffed Shells w/sausage/Kathy Nattress 

Poppy Seed Pear & Apple Salad/Lois McAllister 

Tossed Green Salad/Dressing/Vicki Chimics 

Sesame Egg Bread/Judy Connelly 

Pistachio Torte/Linda Wiland; Cookies/Elaine Sales;  
Cheese & Meat Tray/Cheryl Kneiss; Artichoke Dip/Carol Cunningham 

Egg Nog/Carol Hartranft; Jello Shots/Sandy Svitana 

Lemonade, Iced Tea/Judy Spaits 
 

Monday, January 17, 2022, 10:00: Devotions – Diane Czar 

Speaker: Ed Vogrins - Green Meadow – A natural burial ground 

Donations:  White SOX – Bethlehem Emergency Sheltering 

Plan Feb thru July 2022 

Pizza/Drinks; Dessert/Cheryl Kneiss 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 November 1, 2021 

Attendees: Barry Steckel, Jerry Charvala, Bob Connelly, Pr Brian 

 

 

• Family Promise is now a partner.  They will be sleeping here 4 times a year. 
 

• Paul Wright Roofing- spouting and roof done. 
 

• Install gutter on metal roof for air unit drainage.  
 

• Nave lights have been ordered.  Canister lights, spot for cross, lectern light.  Pat electrician to finish by 
next week. 
 

• Church ¾ pointed.  John hopes to tackle this fall//next spring. 
 

• All sidewalk cracks will be opened and then fixed when pointing done. 
 

• Bilco door waiting on delivery 
 

• Sound System quote came in.   
 

• Sound panels in fellowship hall? 
 

• We should announce all work done in church over year. 
 

• Painting of outside of doors done. NO MORE TAPE ON DOORS ONCE PAINTED! 
 

• Outside railings are painted, Randy top coated steps outside 
 

•  Hang tack strips in basement for Boy Scout announcements 
 

• We need to make a schedule of necessary things to be housed in office.  Drains must be unclogged eve-
ry fall, lights must be checked twice a year.  Floor buffed yearly, waxed every other year. Ect.   
 

• Signed snow contract with Witt Tree Service 

 

**NEXT MEETING IS December 6th  1:00.  Please come and join team if able!!!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Welcome to our newest members: 

Thomas and Carole Lubben 

Randy Schoeneberger 

James and Lynn Snyder 

 

 We are so glad you are here!!!!! 

 



 

 

 Neighbor Supporting Neighbor 

Fall has been a busy season at Holy Trinity.  Savoring where we have been in the past month: 
 ~ Thank you for your generous response to the Ingathering of gifts for KidsPeace! (Other churches in our 
Mission District were responsible for gifts for people served by other agencies in our area.) What a joyful 
sight, to see all of the tags taken, and the Angel Tree fully lit!   
~ In the spirit of commUNITY (Holy Trinity's theme in the Halloween parade), the 5 Loaves & 2 Fish team 
scrambled for volunteer servers, turning the Pancake Breakfast on November 20 into an eat-in event (with a 
take-out option). A by-donation meal, the hearty breakfast was served to 82 Holy Trinity members and 
neighbors no matter their financial situation, with the proceeds going to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund. 
Baked goods were also offered by donation. Kudos to the 5 Loaves team, the servers, publicity team, HT's 
famous bakers, and of course to the Kitchen Krew for their labor of love! We raised $850. 
~ Trick-or-Treat night was warmed by our 4th annual hot dog and hot chocolate give-away. Our best at-
tempt at a count was 428 hot dogs and 510 cups of cocoa served!! 
~ Pastor Brian took charge in the kitchen for the return of the free Wing and Chili Fest, open to the commu-
nity before the Catty bonfire on Thanksgiving eve.  
~ HT's monthly free community lunch was enjoyed on November 27th. Beginning December 1st, the month-
ly lunches will change over to Wednesday Soup Nights. Come warm yourself with homemade soup and a 
smile from your HT family and Catasauqua neighbors! If you'd like to cook or serve on a Wednesday even-
ing, call the church office (610-264-2641). Pastor Brian would be happy to mentor you with prepping soup 
for a large crowd! Last year, about 100 pints of soup were served each week! Donations are already coming 
in to help defray the cost of soup supplies.  
~ And perhaps it's time to feed our community with spiritual as well as physical food. If you are willing to sit 
in our worship space on a Wednesday evening from 5-7pm, call the church office. Last year, several people 
from the community came to find peace in our space. No skills needed - just be present to welcome our 
neighbors. 
~ Our building's doors continue to welcome old and fresh faces seeking emergency assistance, help securing 
means to become self-sufficient, rides to appointments...or often just an ear to listen. What a joy it is when a 
call is received to help move a person into more suitable housing - or perhaps moving them from homeless-
ness into a room or apartment!  And thank you for your continued donations to the Pastor's Discretionary 
and Neighbor Supporting Neighbor Funds that keep the financial part of Holy Trinity's service to the com-
munity a reality. 
 
Looking ahead: 
~ The 5 Loaves team met in early November to plan upcoming dinners to benefit our neighbors. If you 
would like to be part of this team's work (there are many ways to help!), talk to Janis Charvala (610-440-
0073).  Upcoming events include: 
- Prime Rib Dinner on Saturday, December 11 - by donation, tickets required, dine-in or take-          
out, benefits Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors 
    - Meatloaf Dinner on Saturday, February 19, 2022 - benefits the Catasauqua Public Library 
    - Kielbasa & Sauerkraut Dinner on Saturday, March 19, 2022 - benefits the Catasauqua Music  & Arts Pro-
gram 
    
As we shiver with December's chill, let us be mindful of the many homeless in the area. May our hearts be 
broken by the things that break the heart of God, and may we be moved to provide the hand that lifts them 
up - whether it be through a monetary donation, time given to locate housing or other services, or just learn-
ing the name of a person that we might meet while buying our coffee or gas - and offering them something 
hot to eat or drink. 
 
Luke 10: 'Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man...?"..."The one who had mercy on 
him." Jesus said, "Go and do likewise." 
 

 

 

  



 

 
The Morning Glories are hosting a Pajama and Book Drive to benefit the 
“Pajama Program”.  Please drop off at the church by Dec. 13th during of-
fice hours. (Mon.-Thurs. 9am-2pm) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

Shout out to Holy Trinity youth and their families, who chipped in items to fill a Holiday Hope Chest as 
part of the Morning Glories' annual ministry that benefits kids in the Lehigh Valley! Way to go, families!!! 
 
Thank you to Brielle Lower, who served at the Pancake Breakfast on Nov. 20th. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDARS: 
 
Saturday, December 11, 2021 - the 5 Loaves & 2 Fish team wants youth as servers and drink cart serv-
ers at the Prime Rib Dinner. 100% to PA Wounded Warriors! 
 
Saturday, February 19, 2022 - looking for servers for the 5 Loaves Meatloaf Dinner 
 
Saturday, March 19, 2022 - another chance to serve at a 5 Loaves Dinner! Kielbasa! 
 
Friday, April 15- Saturday, April 16 - grades 7 -12, and alumni welcome!  30 HOUR FAMINE & 
FREE COMMUNITY EGG HUNT (with Blondies?) Make a difference for hungry children!! 
 
Sunday, May 15 - Junior Victorian Tea and Basket Raffle - host a fun afternoon for Holy Trinity and com-
munity kids and their parents/grandparents. Where do we want the proceeds to go? 

 
"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future."  (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

When there is inclement weather (snow, ice, sleet) all functions at church are canceled. For Sunday wor-

ship cancellations, tune to WFMZ TV or WFMZ Website or radio.  Sunday early  service is always 

cancelled when there is snow, sleet or ice. 

 

 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sunday, January 30th: after 10:30am service  

Annual Congregational Meeting 

 


