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My dearest sisters and brothers in Christ,
As I sit to write this article, we find ourselves in the season of Epiphany. We have been called to the lifegiving waters of baptism and have been named as beloved children of God. This is the story we hear of Jesus
in the Gospel of Luke. After John baptizes Jesus and God’s voice proclaims him as “Beloved,” we see Jesus
begin his ministry. Each year, we are invited to rediscover what our ministries should be in response to our
God given label of: beloved.
Our response over the years has been amazing. 2019 will most likely be as well. The teams of the church
will be meeting throughout the year to talk about making our vision become reality. I invite all of you to take
an active role in ministry. Being a member of a church team can mean sitting in the planning sessions, or it
can mean being on the list of willing helpers. Please contact Pr Brian via phone (610-844-8924) or email
(htmlcatasauquapbr@gmail.com) and share where prayer calls you into enthusiastic involvement. Areas
where you can help include but are not limited to- because we are a community which changes as the needs of
those around us change:
Finance- I am good with numbers, am willing to discuss the financial well-being of Holy Trinity and
understand how to direct solid financial decision. I am willing to help count income after late service on a
Sunday morning.
Social Ministry- There is a burning in my heart to help the needy, to walk with the oppressed, and to
support the down-trodden
Five Loaves- I am willing to help in food events cooking or serving. I am a good party planner and
have a knack for decoration or advertising for events.
Scrip- I am willing to help organize an in-house fundraiser which uses gift card sales to generate
funds, through a percentage of the cards values, for Holy Trinity.
Property- I am willing to help maintain Holy Trinity as a safe and welcoming site. I can do this
through physical labor or through idea generation.
Worship and Music- I have a passion for music or for worship format. I am willing to sing on choir,
help choose music, or talk about how to enhance our worship experience.
Youth- I connect well with teens and I have a desire to allow a space for teens to meet, talk, and grow
together in a Christian environment.
Vision- I have creative ideas. I am good at implementing projects. I can see and address the details
needed to help a project come to fruition.
Volunteer- I am willing to generate emails. I am willing to run social media sites. I am willing to
make phone calls. I am willing to send “Thank You” letters. I am willing to do what I can so that Holy
Trinity can continue to be the voice of hope and support to the Catasauqua Area and beyond. Even if I cannot
be present at events, I realize my hands and my voice are gifts from God to use for the glory of God. As a
beloved child of God, I will reach out and be a blessing for others.
Your partner in Christ, Pr. Brian
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We ended 2018 with a final budget deficit year of (-$13,904.91). The 2017
budget deficit was (-$33,161.52) - $19,256.61 more.
December was a very good month financially for Holy Trinity as December
generated a budget surplus of $12,494.28 to the good. Thanks to December, we
will start off 2019 with a checking account balance of $13,800 vs $10,864 in
January of 2018—about $3,000 more. Not bad.
The bad news for 2018 reflects total budgeted income received of $160,087
vs actual budgeted 2018 expenses of $170,449—essentially a net loss for the year
of (-$10,362). Obviously this is not a good situation and one I hope we are able to
reverse in 2019.
Naturally the road ahead remains challenging as the church’s 2019 budget
of $176,587 is $2,598 more than 2018’s budget of $173,989; an increase of 1.49%.
One of the more challenging times of the year, financially, for the church is
the period between New Year’s day and the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday,
March 6th. Please keep the church in mind as we navigate through this tricky time
of the year. Historically, we usually lose one Sunday during this period of time to
snow and ice. Church attendance is usually affected as well.
I am hoping to keep the December ball rolling forward toward Easter.
Stay warm.

John Marakovits
Treasurer

HOLY TRINITY NEWS
Have you remembered
Holy Trinity
in your Will?
About the 3rd week of Feb., you should be
receiving your offering envelopes in the mail for
March and April. If you do not receive them,
please contact Robin in the church office. (610264-2641)

At any time, you can give donations to the
“Pastor’s Discretionary Fund”. This fund is used
to give temporary financial assistance to people
of our congregation and community when a
sudden need arises. You may send contributions
to the church or place them in the offering plate
on Sunday mornings. Please mark your checks
or envelopes “Pastor’s Discretionary Fund”.

ELECTRONIC GIVING!!
“SIMPLY GIVING”
Your annual pledge helps us forecast, with
confidence, the level of financial support our
congregation will receive in the year ahead. It is
through the pledges and contributions of our
members that we are able to carry on our work
here Holy Trinity.
As you consider your pledge, we remind you that
we offer Electronic Giving as a way to automate
your offerings. It is convenient for you and
provides much-needed consistency for the
church. Collection basket offerings can fluctuate
significantly from week to week but when
contributions are automated, the church receives
funds on a steady, uninterrupted basis. To learn
more, call the church 610-264-2641.

LENT BEGINS—ASH WEDNESDAY
March 6th
6p.m. Soup Supper
7:30p.m. Worship

Holy Trinity is a member of the Blood Bank
Program. If you give blood, you may designate it as
Holy Trinity. Also, if you ever need blood, tell them
you’re a church member.

When there is inclement weather
(snow, ice, sleet) all functions at
church are canceled. For Sunday
worship cancellations, tune to
WFMZ TV or WFMZ Website
or radio. Sunday early service is
always cancelled when there is
snow, sleet or ice.

Altar Flowers

Need something warm to think about during
these cold winter days? How about planning
ahead for Holy Trinity's 3rd annual bus trip to
Ocean Grove , New Jersey? The excursion
starts after worship on Sunday, July 14 and
takes you to the shore, where you can spend
the afternoon browsing in shops, enjoying
the quaint architecture, getting delicious
meals and ice cream, and even walking the
beach or the Asbury Park boardwalk. The
highlight of the trip is an evening concert with
nearly a thousand voices raised in song to
God, set in a 19th century pavilion. Cost of
the trip is $35. See the poster in the back of
the sanctuary to get a foretaste of the trip, and
talk to Joe or Diane with any questions or to
reserve your seat on the motorcoach.

TO THE GLORY OF GOD:
Feb. 3rd

In loving memory of Eva Baragone
by Sandy and Erich Svitana.

Feb. 10th

In loving memory of John Medence
by his wife, Rita.

Feb. 17th

Open

Feb. 24th

Open

Bulletins
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND:
Feb. 3rd

Open

Feb. 10th

Open

Feb. 17th

Open

Feb. 24th

Open

“Trinity Tidings”
All dedications are taken for 2019
Thank you.
Please Note: The council has decided that the
standing dedications for flowers will still stand
but on the “open” Sunday’s we are asking people
to sponsor bulletins , Pastor Discretionary
Fund, Etc…. to off set that cost. Your dedication
will be in the bulletin. If you have any questions,
please call the church office.

Have you heard 1st and 3rd?

We would like to welcome our
newest members:
Thomas Kroninger, Mike and
Robin McCloud, Trevor Smith and
The Williams Family!!!

Fellowship and learning for adults,
youth and children…..
The 1st and 3rd Sunday every month
from
5-7pm….light dinner served……

Parents and youth - please watch your email and texts for upcoming events. Your feedback is
encouraged.
It's only days away - the Super Bowl, and the Souper Bowl of Caring! Whether or not you're a
football fan, we hope you'll catch the spirit and team up with the HT youth for our 20th annual
Souper Bowl collection. This is a nationwide youth movement, but 100% of what each group
collects is sent directly to a local charity chosen by the youth. On February 3, 2019, two teams will
go head-to-head in Super Bowl LIII, while nearly 42 million Americans will be struggling to find their
next meal. What if everyone who watched the game gave one dollar or one can of food to those in
need?
On Souper Bowl Sunday, all our Holy Trinity youth will ask is that you toss a dollar in our soup pots,
but we also have come to know the love and generosity at Holy Trinity. Last year, the youth decided
to break from tradition and donate their Souper Bowl collection to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund and your donations totaled $723.32!!!! As if that amazing response from our congregation weren't
humbling enough, here's the other jaw-dropper. There was some nostalgia during
confirmation class on Souper Bowl Sunday 2018. You see, most of the years since 2000 - when
Holy Trinity youth started participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring - they have used their collection
to shop and shelve for the Catasauqua Food Bank. Not wanting to give up that tradition, the youth
chose to give an additional $200 from their checking account to go shopping and shelving for the
Catty Food Bank the Saturday after the Souper Bowl. As of this writing, the youth have not yet
selected the recipient of this year's collection...but we look forward to seeing you at the sanctuary
doors on February 3rd!
Coming on March 10th: 2nd Sunday refreshments after 10:30 worship hosted by the youth,
featuring ballpark-style food and beverages just in time for Spring Training! Save the date!
And speaking of spring training....I will be away from Saturday, March 16 through Monday, March
25, and will be looking for someone to spend time with the youth during First & Third on Sunday,
March 17th from 5-7pm. If you're feeling the luck o' the Irish restin' on your wee head, see me
(Diane Czar) to see how easy it is to be blessed with the company of this motley crew! Swing into
some Bible Baseball to pass the time and share the laughs.
[H]e asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”...Jesus replied, "Which of these three, do you think,
was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed
him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” - Luke 10: 29b, 36-37

Scrip News
In-stock Scrip cards are available after worship for groceries, gas,
prescriptions, fast food and dining out, coffee, and gift-giving. Place your Scrip
order by the February 10th deadline and you'll have your cards in time for
Valentine's dining and gift-giving, as well as all those President's Day sales! Here
are a few historical quotes to inspire you:

I cannot tell a lie...Scrip cards are better than cash." - George Washington

"Common looking people are the best in the world: that is the reason the Lord makes
so many of them. But if I had my way, my own common face would be on a Scrip
card rather than on this paper bill." - Abraham Lincoln

"My birthday isn't 'til March, but I have something to say: Stop stonewalling and
order some Scrip cards!" - Andrew Jackson

It's almost Valentine's Day - is this the year you'll resolve to think outside the gift box?
Give your favorite "chick" a memorable gift this Valentine's Day! Chicks dig a guy with a sensitive side...so
show how caring you are by giving a warm, fuzzy flock of chicks in her honor (only $20 visit www.heifer.org - or $10 at elca.org/elcagoodgifts). Is someone in your family captivated by the llama
craze? How about giving a share of a llama in their honor ($20 through Heifer International...or $150 for
an entire llama). What about "concert tickets" in the form of Art and Music Instruction provided with a
$20 gift through World Vision (worldvision.org)?
Ladies - looking for the perfect Valentine's gift for him? Visit www.habitat.org (click on Support, then Gift
Catalog in the drop-down menu), where your gift could help donate roof shingles ($35), or
something REALLY romantic: a low flow toilet ($50)!
No matter who your "honey" is....why not surprise them with a honey of a gift in their honor: just $20
provides a gift of honeybees through ELCA good gifts. Honeybees have a growing importance as the
shrinking honeybee population worldwide is especially worrisome. Beeswax can be transformed into
handcrafted soaps, candles, honey and other products to create a small, sustainable
business. But that’s not all – we know that their mere presence on a farm means that they are pollinating
plants and boosting crop growth far and wide. Pair it with a family date night watching the Bee Movie on
Netflix or On Demand - the animation will captivate the kids, and the witty references will entertain teens
and adults!
All of the afore-mentioned sites have honor cards to acknowledge your donation. If you're old school,
these donations/cards can be obtained via phone or mail - take home a catalog from the fair trade table in
the back of the sanctuary.
Thinking about a more traditional gift that can be unwrapped? Maybe a little something from the fair
trade table: a Ten Thousand Villages item from the table (priced as marked - please pay Diane Czar - the
items are pre-paid, and are sold at cost to raise awareness and to give something back to our global
family). Or use the catalogs on the table to purchase a fairly-traded, handcrafted gift.
Love your neighbor as yourself. - Mark 12:31
A NEW NAME FOR SOCIAL MINISTRY!
You have to have noticed the enthusiastic expansion of ministries at Holy Trinity in 2018. Following a
proposal by the Vision Team and Pastor Brian, and with the agreement of Social Ministry Team members
and the approval of Church Council, we're excited to announce an expanded identity for our Team! And
with the adoption of some of Holy Trinity's 2018 community ministries, it's appropriate that we take on a
new name: the Neighbor Supporting Neighbor Team!
What does this mean for our traditional ministries? Blanket Sunday (our Mother's Day collection that
benefits Church World Service), the Lutheran Congregational Services Disaster Relief Collection (Father's
Day), the Ingathering (our mission district's collection of Christmas gifts for area nonprofits), the Food Bin
and the "Meant to but forgot" jar in the narthex, the $1 donation from each flower order that goes to
Lutheran Congregational Services (Easter lilies, Pentecost geraniums, All Saints mums, and
poinsettias)...each of these will remain as old favorites, as long as our congregation wants to continue their
support of these ministries. 2018 already saw the shift of our school supply collection from Church World
Service kits to supplies for the 3 Catasauqua public schools.

Social Ministry (cont’d)
The exciting news is that some of the new ministries that erupted at Holy Trinity will now have an official
home in our team's newsletter articles and annual report. The summer feeding program, the school supply
and coat collections, and the monthly free community lunch will join our old favorites under our team's
umbrella.
If you've been wondering how you can give your ideas or time to some of these new (or old) areas of service,
we hope you'll see this new face of Holy Trinity's social ministry team as an invitation to speak to Diane
Czar, Cheryl Kneiss, Judy Spaits, or Pastor Brian to become part of this evolving vision for our congregation
to connect with and serve our neighbors, locally and beyond, to the ends of the earth.
Next up: we're in the process of contacting the Catasauqua schools to see what supplies from the summer
collection need to be replenished, as well as whether any new needs have been noticed. Keep an eye out for
an update on this as we weather the long winter months.

Pastor’s past month ministries:
In this CHURCH we strive to be… Christ-Centered, Spiritual, Praising, Growing,
Serving, Partnering, Supporting
Pastor’s past month ministries:
Discretionary Funds- received money in-. Money out-2 families with rent help
Partnering- Coffee with a Cop- next date January 24th, 5-7pm at Blockers Coffee Shop.
YMCA talked Mon. January 16th about summer of 2019.
Conversation with secular leaders and local pastors on partnering ideas for Catty ministries. Stay
tuned for ideas
Praising- 3 services available on Sunday mornings 8, 9, 10:30. Lead Worship for Mission District on
January 7th, 2 worship services on Christmas Eve
Growing- Housed Winter Extravaganza, received 15 new members, have several more families worshipping
with us on weekly basis
Spiritual- sat with spiritual advisor,
Supporting- spent several hours counseling non-members, spent time talking with members on life
circumstances. Hosted last Saturday on month free community lunch. This will happen at Holy Trinity
every month on last Saturday from 11:00-12:30. Catered Christ Lutheran 12th Night play as fund-raiser for
our feeding program- $500 raised
Christ-Centered- is why I do all these things. Without Christ, I am nothing.

Trinity Morning Glories
We are a daytime women’s group here at Holy Trinity. Our focus is on the spiritual and service to others.
Along the way, we share food, work, laugh, chat and pray together! Please join us!
Note: Our meetings will always be the 3rd Monday at 10:00 (exception: Dec. will be the 2nd
Monday).
On Monday, January 21, 18 women enjoyed pizza, salad and dessert. Linda Wiland shared some
quotes and thoughts on how to look at life.
Our birthday women got a 2019 birthday postcard created by Karen Frankenfield which features 2 bears
and a quote from Helen Keller. Thanks to Karen for her creation!
Linda Wiland gave us the final info on the Monday, February 4, 2019 dinner that we will be preparing at
the Bethlehem Emergency Sheltering program. Those going to help should meet at church at 3:00 to
carpool.
Our white sock collection for the homeless totaled 267 pairs with more expected.
For our “Murder at Mardi Gras” murder mystery dinner play on September 21, 2019, Bad Bones BBQ will
supply marinated chicken, roasted parsley potatoes and a green salad for $8.00/person. Pat Fried will
again supply the sundae cups from King Kone for dessert. At our May meeting, we will finalize the details.
Be sure to check out the Morning Glories bulletin board that Jackie Simoné and Linda Wiland have been
updating which is near the kitchen door.
RuthAnn Reinsmith and Nancy Miller are coordinating the “ReBra” program. We will be collecting new
and used bras at our May meeting.
So far 22 women have signed up for the Pines Dinner Theatre’s “Second Chances, The Thrift Shop
Musical” on Thursday, May 9th. There are still 8 more tickets available. Cost: $47 Money due by April 15
to Sue Marakovits. Make checks out to HTMLC.
Two $25 Walmart cards will be sent to Cay Galgon Center (formerly Mary’s Shelter), $150 will be sent to
the Lehigh County Humane Society and $150 will be sent to the Catasauqua Food Bank.
Our 2018 Christmas Cookie Sale netted $145.89.
Since Sept. 2008, $40,228.80 has been donated to special causes; this does not include all the nonmonetary donations that have been made over the past 10 years which probably equal that amount.
Future Dates:
Monday, February 18, 2019: Devotions – Diane Czar
Speaker: Melanie Werley on her Hospice Volunteering/Jamie Silvonek
Collect Flame resistant PJ’s/books for Pajama Program
Set up tours for Cay Galgon Center: Feb. 21, 26, and 28; 10 women per tour
Soups: Chicken Tomato Bisque/Janis Charvala; Broccoli Cheese/Dottie MacLaughlin; Italian Wedding/
Lois McAllister; Breads: Linda Wiland/Cheryl Frantz; Desserts: Sue Setzer/Rena Bond

Trinity Morning Glories (cont’d)

Monday, March 18, 2019: Devotions - ______________________
Hopefully: Dylan and Gavin Rainbow Ministry Speaker/List of items needed for this ministry will follow.
Divide up Shut-In list for Easter Treats
Hold Cay Galgon Center (Mary’s Shelter) Baby Bottle Campaign from Mar. 3 to 31.
Breakfast Buffet

Monday, April 15, 2019: Devotions: Karen Frankenfield
Speaker: Sandra Arden, Catasauqua Public Library Librarian
Offering to Library;
Northampton County Meals on Wheels (MOW) Tray Favors: Linda Wiland/Jackie Simoné
Hoagies/Drinks/Desserts

Monday, May 20, 2019: Devotions: ________________________
Speaker on YMCA Summer Feeding Program (hopefully Melissa Brown, if not Pastor Brian)
Finalize September Murder Mystery details (Carol Hartranft has beads for it.)
Need 2 new volunteers to keep up our bulletin board for the next 6 months
Finalize ReBra Collection; bring in snacks for Summer Feeding Program
Bring your own bag lunch. Serve ice cream sundaes.

Monday, June 17, 2019: Picnic at Church; Devotions: _______________________
Bring food for the Catasauqua Food Bank. Have fun!

Monday, July 15, 2019: Devotions: ____________________________
Hopefully: Speaker: Leslie Estrada, Community Liaison for the Catasauqua Area School District
MOW Tray Favors: Barb Fister/Cheryl Kneiss
Plan for August 2019 thru January 2020

2018 Monthly Fellowship and Refreshments
2018 coffee and conversation ended on December 9th with food provided by Janis, Jerry and
RuthAnne. Chicken Waldorf salad on croissants, macaroni and cheese, chips, pineapple,
pumpkin dip with graham crackers, and great desserts including cookies, brownies and candy
were enjoyed by all.
2019 C and C was provided by Joe, Paige and Sam on January 13th. Hamburger BBQ, coleslaw
and pickles, popcorn chicken, and pizza rolls filled everyone up. Banana cake and cookies were
for dessert.
Future 2nd Sunday of the month Fellowship and Refreshments
February 10th Cheryl, Barb, and Sandy
March 10th Diane and Youth
April 14th. Palm Sunday Brunch (no C and C )
May 12th Mother’s Day (no C and C)
Cay Galgon Center (Mary’s Shelter) 2019 Baby Bottle Campaign
On March 3, Holy Trinity’s Morning Glories will begin their annual Cay Galgon Center Baby Bottle
Campaign. Baby bottles will be handed out in church and Sunday School. Fill the baby bottles with your
loose change, bills and/or checks. Return the filled baby bottles to the bassinet in church by March 31.
In 2018, we were able to send $1,600 to the Cay Galgon Center; let’s top that in 2019!
Cay Galgon Center’s Background
The Cay Galgon Center is a Maternity Shelter located in Bethlehem. They opened their doors in April of
2012 as a satellite of Mary’s Shelter, Reading, and currently serve homeless pregnant women and
families in need living in the Lehigh Valley and surrounding areas. The Center is now no longer a
satellite of Mary’s Shelter but is in its own entity
The Cay Galgon Center provides a safe and supportive residential program where mothers and their
babies can experience a safe environment and life style that encourages hope and independence. The
components of their program consist of parenting and life skills classes, which include health, nutrition,
budgeting plus many other related topics. They are committed to education and the preparation for
employment.
Their goal is to encourage a self-sufficient mother confidence in her ability to parent her child and
ultimately a referral to a transitional housing or permanent housing. Their work has a powerful impact
not only on the women and babies that they work with directly but also with the larger community. They
are currently serving almost 400 families providing them with the basic needs necessary in caring for a
baby or young child. Note: 1 year ago it was 300 families.
Their motto when receiving a new family is “NOT a hand OUT but a hand UP”
Baby bottle campaigns enable them to provide some of the basic needs for their residence for example a
bus pass or books for school. This is an easy fund raiser that the whole family can get involved in.
Starting March 3, the baby bottles will be given out in church. Please take a bottle or two home
with you and place it somewhere visible in your home then fill it with your spare loose
change, it’s as simple as that. Once your bottle or bottles are filled return them to church or to the
church office.
The deadline for collection is Sunday, March 31, 2019.

