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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

My dearest sisters and brothers in Christ, 

     Thank God there is Christ. 

Have you viewed our Vision statement lately?  At Holy Trinity we strive to be Christ centered- partnering, 
praising, spiritual, supporting, growing, serving.  This statement encapsulates who we have been for over 100 
years, who we are now, and who we strive to be in the future.  This is what we have been trying to achieve for 
over a century.  It’s also something we realize we cannot truly be.  At times we can hold onto one or a few of 
the power words.  But, we lack the energy or compassion or spirit to be all things at one time. 

     Thank God there is Christ. 

And, thank God there are people like Father Pedro Arrupe.  Father Arrupe wrote a prayer after he suffered a 
debilitating stroke.  In the poem he wrote about a “profound spiritual experience”.  This experience was the 
knowledge (which our Thursday Bible study crew understands as- experience and feel) that he was “so totally 
in God’s hands.”  While we could reflect on that prayer, let’s look to another instead.  Fall in Love: 

Nothing is more practical than finding God, that is, than falling in love in a quite absolute final way.  
What you are in love with, what seizes your imagination, will affect everything. 

It will decide what will get you out of bed in the morning, what you do with your evenings, how you 
spend your weekend, what you read, who you know, what breaks your heart, and what amazes you 
with joy and gratitude. 

Fall in love, stay in love, and it will decide everything. 

As Spiritual beings, we reflect on such a prayer to find our source of everything.  Spirituality allows us to con-
nect and rediscover a God who loves us so much that death is not an option, eternal life is our reality.  Praying, 
meditating, listening to uplifting music, sitting in the sounds of nature are all ways we practice our spiritual 
connection. 

Since God connects with us through the Holy Spirit, we find inspiration and encouragement to use the Fruit of 
the Spirit.  Support for one another utilizes many pieces of that Fruit.  Discretionary funds, Neighbor funds, 
prayer chains, fellowship opportunities, and side by side work to build relations with one another are all ways 
in which we support our fellow sisters and brothers.  As we gain more knowledge on COVID and as our com-
fort levels rise for interaction, I encourage all of you to come and support one another.  Come to our dinners, 
come volunteer for service events or prayer chain, or worship assistance.  Call Robin or me if you would like 
to talk about opportunities to support your church (church is people not stone and wood). 

Whatever is right for you can be found in the spiritual practice time of prayer.  As you pray, remember to: 
THANK GOD THERE IS CHRIST! 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

 Pr. Brian 
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Church Council Members 
 

Barb Fister: 610-266-1160 (President)       Cheryl Kneiss: 610-262-0467 (Vice President)                      

Diane Czar: 610-739-6006 (Secretary)       RuthAnn Reinsmith: 610-264-4346                                                  

Carol Cunningham:  610-264-2045             Joe Schwindenhammer: 610-573-1957  

Robert Bastian: 610-266-4287                      Robin Ruch:  610-849-6585                                                            

Rick Martson: 484-661-5183  

Bob Schweitzer: 610-393-4736                     Stephanie Chimics:  484-553-2992 

    

  

 At the end of April of this year, the Church has a budget surplus of $3,975 vs. a 

budget surplus of $7,836 at the end of April last year. 

 Regular budgeted income received through April of this year is only $435 less than 

what was received during the first four months of 2020. 

 The year-to-date financial results in 2021 have generated a net income of $2,128 

and all of our bills are paid current.   

 Special gifts received during April were as follows: 

 

 $7,200 - Capital Campaign 

 $   645  - Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

 $     25  - Building Fund 

 $   100  - Wish List 

 $1,600 - Neighbor Support Funds 

 $     50  - Victories Tea 

 $   220 - Communion Supplies 

 $   180  - Mother’s Day Blankets 

 $    50  - Thrivent Grant Payment (4/7/21) 

 $  325  - June Hahn Memorial 

 

 Thank you to everyone who contributed to these “special” causes. 

 It is also significant to note that since our Capital Campaign Project started, a total 

of $77,632 in cash has already been received, This is 54% of our 5-year goal of $144,000. 

Truly amazing.  Thank you.  

      ~ John Marakovits 

                Treasurer 

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

What is the “Simply Giving” Program?  

The Simply Giving Program offers a variety of 

secure electronic payment solutions that allow 

individuals to make regular offering payments 

to churches. It is convenient for you and pro-

vides much-needed consistency for the 

church. Collection basket offerings can fluctu-

ate significantly from week to week but when 

contributions are automated, the church re-

ceives funds on a steady, uninterrupted basis.   

The Simply Giving Program helps churches 

transition to an era in which families increas-

ingly expect the same electronic payment op-

tions they have in all other areas of personal 

finance. 

 To learn more, call Robin at the church 
office. 610-264-2641.  

At any time, you can give donations to the 

“Pastor’s Discretionary Fund”.  This fund is used 

to give temporary financial assistance to people 

of our congregation and community when a sud-

den need arises.  You may send contributions to 

the church or place them in the offering plate on 

Sunday mornings.  Please mark your checks or 

envelopes “Pastor’s  Discretionary Fund”. 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!! 
 

6/01  Maria Gillette 

6/01  Jack Wetzel 

6/05  Janis Charvala 

6/05  Melissa Knecht 

6/07  Traci Reitz 

6/07  Stacey Strickland 

6/07  Kathy Horvath 

6/08  Vicki Chimics 

6/09  Brooklyn Williams 

6/11  Linda Wiland 

6/12  Juliette Santoroski 

6/13  Lewis Heller 

6/25  Harper Santoroski 

6/26  Sandra Lower 

6/30  Jacqueline Younger 

Did you know?   

Blood transfusions save more than 4 million 
Americans each year? 

 

Holy Trinity is a member of the Blood Bank 

Program. If you give blood, you may desig-

nate it as Holy Trinity. Also, if you ever need 

blood, tell them you’re a church member. 
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Altar Flowers 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND: 

June 6th  In loving memory of John 

   Medence, Jr. by his  

   wife Rita. 

 

June 13th  In honor of our daughter 

   Robin to celebrate her 

   birthday by Frank and 

   Carole Nacci. 

 

June 20th  In loving memory of   

   Joseph Baragone by 

   Sandy and Erich Svitana. 

 

June 27th  In honor of our grand

   daughter Mackenzie to 

   celebrate her birthday by 

   Pop Pop and  

   Mam Maw Nacci.  

Bulletins: TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND: 

Open all month…... 

“Trinity Tidings” 

All dedications are taken for 2021 

 

Friday, June 4
th

: 4-7pm Victorian Tea Basket 

Raffle 

Saturday, June 5
th

: 10am-2pm Victorian Tea 

Basket Raffle 

 

Saturday, June 26th: 11am-12:30pm  

Community Free Lunch 

 

Saturday, June 26
th

: 4pm-7pm Taco Bar Take 

Out Dinner 

Saturday, July 31st: 11am-12:30pm  

Community Free Lunch 

 

Saturday, August 28th: 11am-12:30pm  

Community Free Lunch 

 One of our youth, Brianna Walker, affirmed the vows made at her baptism as we celebrated 

her confirmation on Pentecost Sunday at the 10:30 worship service. Brianna's family has been a 

staple in our Sunday School and youth programs for over two decades, and we have watched 

Brianna grow up from her early years to the present. Brianna was awarded  "Student of the 

Year" several years ago based on her faithful attendance and participation in Sunday School. 

She has enhanced her faith formation at Bear Creek Camp and Creation Festival (A Tribute to 

Our Creator), has been a reliable participant in the 30 Hour Famine, and  

can be seen helping at most youth and Five Loaves & Two Fish events.  

Congratulations on this milestone in your faith journey, Brianna!  

Our deepest sympathy goes out to Kathleen 

Williams family who passed away on May 

8th.  



 

  

 

 Our goal from the Junior Basket Raffle was $420...to be able to continue our $35/month sponsorship of 13
-year-old Linathi for a year. But God inspires generosity beyond our goals.  Donations of baskets, gift 
cards, and funds to purchase raffle items rained down on us...and then the people came. And when the 
counting was done, and a couple of extra donations were received, we learned that the raffle raised 
$1472!!!  This gives us the ability to sponsor our South African sister for 2+ years AND give her multiple 
special gifts to help her with needs beyond what child sponsorship can meet. Thank you to our church fam-
ily and community for your donations and participation in the raffle; to the parents and friends who helped 
with preparations, operations, and post-raffle chores...and to God for the joy we are experiencing from this 
remarkable event!  Here are the youth and parents you may have spotted helping at the raffle: Dylan and 
Lilah Carfara and their parents, Riley Knecht and Emily Suter and their moms, Brielle and Braeden Lower, 
Hunter Rietz, Mady Williams, Ian Thomas, and Brianna Walker.  Special thanks to Luther Itterly for his help 
with set-up, donations, and publicity; the rest of the publicity team; Dorianne Gogal and Jevan Evans for 
basket set up; Janis Charvala for helping me tap into the Tea Team's experience from their 2020 basket 
raffle; and to Joe Schwindenhammer for his extra hours of assistance. 
 
Mark your calendars! On Saturday, June 26th from 4-7pm, the youth will partner with the 5 Loaves & 2 
Fish team to host another Taco Bar!!!!  Weather permitting, we'll hold it in the parking lot like we did last 
year, making it an excellent opportunity to invite the community into this time of good food and conversa-
tion. Dinner will be by donation, and proceeds will benefit Vision Alive orphanage in Kenya, which is sup-
ported by Pastor John Hart's congregation, St. James, in Coopersburg. Several years ago, Jayne Odyssey 
visited St. James to share her ministry of an orphanage for orphaned and vulnerable children that she 
started in Kenya around 1990. Over the years, St. James' support grew to where they now support 34 chil-
dren with their education, food and housing. Costs have increased and it looks like they may fall short for 
2021 by $2-$8 thousand. Expected costs are $28-$34 thousand, expected income $26,000. Here is their 
website if you would like to learn more: https://www.visionalivemission.org/. Hope to see you there!! 

 
NEIGHBOR SUPPORTING NEIGHBOR 

Here are highlights from May: 
~  Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Mother's Day $10 Blanket appeal. A beautiful $510 is be-
ing sent to Church World Service to provide shelter, warmth, and comfort where needed in the US and oth-
er countries. Thanks for helping to blanket the world with love, and to honor so many mothers and mother 
figures with your dedications. 
~ And now, how about Dad?  June brings the opportunity to honor our fathers and other men in our lives 
who have provided shelter for us and seen us through the "disasters" in our lives (flat tires, broken pipes, 
lawn mowers that won't start...)  Lutheran Congregational Services provides funds and hands-on help to 
victims of disasters such as hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, and wildfires. You can donate any amount and, 
by using the flyer (in the worship bulletin and on Holy Trinity's website) and you can dedicate your donation 
to Dad and other special men in your life.  Dedications must be received by the church office by June 14th 
to be included in the bulletin on Father's Day, June 20th.  Cards will be available on the table in the nar-
thex/entryway to convey your special thoughts to your honoree. 
~ You continue to replenish our shelves in HT's resource room with nonperishable foods and toiletries. 
Some of that food (as well as items intentionally purchased for this special purpose) have been delivered to 
the Catty school district for their backpack program. School kids in need take home a well-stocked back-
pack each weekend. Excess food from our abundance is delivered periodically to the Catasauqua Food 
Bank. 
~ Your continued donations to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund have made it possible for Pastor Brian to 
continue to assist people in our community who have emergency needs that many of us can't even imag-
ine. Isn't grace amazing?! 
 
Coming up in June: 
~ Our next free community lunch at HT will be on Saturday, June 26th, 11-12:30. Come out for some deli-
cious fare from the HT kitchen crew...you can pause for a quick Hello and take your food to go, or stay 
awhile to chat and eat in our spacious "dining area".  But don't spoil your appetite for the youth-hosted Ta-
co Bar from 4-7pm the same day! 

https://www.visionalivemission.org/


 

  
In this CHURCH we strive to be… 

Christ-Centered, Spiritual, Praising, Growing, 

Serving, Partnering, Supporting 

Pastor’s past month ministries: 

Discretionary Funds- rent help for one family, handed out a couple store gift cards 

Partnering-  

We are partnering with YMCA again this summer for kids lunch program.  Starting end of May we 

will be hoping to get water and salty individual snack bag donations.  Had conversations with Ha-

ven House about future partnering ideas. We paused Coffee with a Cop again and are hoping to 

host over summer at outdoor venues.  Talked with Catty churches about joint ministry ideas. 

Praising- 

3 services available on Sunday mornings but back to old schedule: 8, 9, 10:30 with reduced liturgy 

and limited (3 people maximum) singing due to COVID.  Council is discussing reducing re-

strictions on worship for June.  

Growing-  

To date of this report written members of Holy Trinity have given or pledged $138,800 for Capital 

Campaign. 

$80,000 of renovation has been approved and work underway.  Pointing of cement happening now, 

roof repair last week of May, basement floor first week of August, window and lights waiting for 

product to arrive in America. 

A group of people are taking about starting new 9am worship format for fall. 

Spiritual- 

New idea to contemplate- From Father Pedro Arrupe “Nothing is more practical than finding God, 

that is, than falling in love in a quite absolute final way.  What you are in love with, what seizes 

your imagination, will affect everything.  It will decide what will get you out of bed in the morning, 

what you do with your evening, what you read, who you know, what breaks your heart, and what 

amazes you with joy and gratitude.  Fall in love, stay in love and it will decide everything.”  

Supporting-  

Hosted last Saturday of month free community lunch.   

SPECIAL REQUEST- the YMCA will host a youth summer camp in the Catasauqua Park.  

The Borough will not be able to open Fun in the Sun.  The YMCA will need volun-

teers to help make the summer camp thrive.  Please contact the church and tell us if 

you are willing to help with food preparation, food service, helping with the chil-

dren.  You can help any day Monday-Friday from 9am til noon.  



 

 

Trinity Morning Glories 

We are a daytime women’s group here at Holy Trinity.  Our focus is on the spiritual and ser-
vice to others.  Along the way, we share food, work, laugh, chat and pray together!  Please join 
us! 

Note:  Our meetings will always be the 3rd Monday at 10:00 (exception: Dec. will be the 2nd 
Monday). 

On Monday, May 17, 2021, 21 women met using social distancing in Holy Trinity’s sanctuary.  Again 
keeping on the safe side, each woman brought water to drink and wore masks; no food was served.  We 
welcomed a new Morning Glory, Ruth Roberts. 

For devotions and with Mother’s Day in mind, Judy Connelly spoke about her experiences as a mother.  
Judy mentioned how different each child is and how new mothers can have a steep learning curve.  She 
read from Proverbs 23: 22 -25: “Listen to your father who begot you, and do not despise your mother when 
she is old.  Buy truth, and do not sell it; buy wisdom, instruction and understanding.  The father of the 
righteous will greatly rejoice; he who begets a wise son will be glad in him.  Let your father and mother be 
glad; let her who bore you rejoice.” 

Thank you to MaryAnn Farrand for playing our “Good Morning” song and the closing piano selection. 

Our speaker was Jennifer Davies, the Community Relations Director for The Bright Hope Pregnancy 
Support Centers.  Jennifer told us how they empower women to choose life for their unborn children and 
to support families in need.  Their mission is to honor life and offer hope by providing pregnancy support 
services, resources and life skills education to women, men and youth.  She also told us that there are 
many volunteer opportunities available.  We learned about their Divine Resale Boutique and their new 
Storks Medical Mobile Unit.  Jennifer distributed a Current Volunteer Opportunities sheet and another 
recounting their 40 year history which also asked for our prayers as they continue their outreach. 

Collected for The Bright Hope Pregnancy Support Centers:  1,224 various size diapers, 26 baby 
wipes packages and 3 cans of baby formula. 

Thanks to Thrivent, Christy Alvord is going to host another fleece blanket tying morning on June 14th 
from 11 to 1.  This time she has children-oriented fabric and the blankets will be going to “The Fund to 
Benefit Children and Youth”.  Join us for a fun-time! 

Due to COVID-19, Judy Connelly and Barb Fister signed in each woman in our Sign In book and no 
greeting cards for our shut-ins were hand-signed.  Karen Frankenfield got the cards ready for mailing; 
at the end of the meeting the cards were distributed to be mailed.   

Ongoing Projects:  BREM Rebra program (Ruthann Reinsmith): She has 23 bras to be turned in 
to SELF.  Turning Point (Linda Wiland):  Linda has 1 cell phone to deliver  Place used cell phones on-
ly in the box in church; you can recycle any cords at Staples.  On Hold:  Morning Glories Bulletin 
Board in Alice Storch Room. 

Cay Galgon Baby Bottle Campaign: The campaign will run thru May 30 and the congregation will be 
included.  Diane Carfara will be doing the counting.  Due to COVID, checks are suggested but cash is al-
ways welcome. 

Mystery dinner theater, “Death and Doo Wop” has now been postponed until September 17, 
2022.  “Without A Cue Productions, LLC” will present the play.  Bad Bones BBQ will cater the event.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Trinity Morning Glories (cont’d) 

Distribution of offering:  2 - $25 Walmart gift cards for Cay Galgon Family Life Center, $135 
in Script cards was given to The Bright Hope Pregnancy Support Center and $100 was designat-
ed for the June Hahn Memorial at Holy Trinity.  Note:  Lois McAllister will be buying 2 small 
azaleas with the $100 and putting the remaining money into the June Hahn Memorial Fund.  
June was 1 of Trinity’s avid gardeners. 

 Since Sept. 2008, ----$52,288.44 has been donated to special causes; this does not include all the non-
monetary donations that have been made over the past 13 years which probably equal that amount. 

Future Dates: 

Monday, June 21, 2021:  Devotions:  Sandy Smith 

Speaker:  Chair Yoga by Jackie LeClaire from the Cancer Center of the Lehigh Valley 

Summer Lunch Program Collection Items:  small bags of pretzels, popcorn and baked potato 
chips and bottles of water, any size. 

Handout list of July Collection items for the Ripple Community, Inc. 

 

Monday, July 19, 2021:  Devotions:  Sandy Svitana 

Speaker:  Ripple Community, Inc., Sherri Binder, PhD, Executive Director of Ripple 

Plan August 2021 thru January 2022 

 

Note:  The Victorian Tea Team will be splitting apart the Annual Victorian Tea and Raffle.  The dates/times 
for the Raffle are Friday, June 4, 4 to 7pm and Saturday, June 5, 10 to 2pm.   The team has been 
working hard creating baskets and asking businesses for gift cards.  To date, we have over 70 baskets/
Unique items/flowers and over 45 gift cards.  In the Money section, you will find 7 picture frames each with 
$50 in, a $100 VISA gift card frame, a Lottery Picture Frame and a Lottery basket.  Our resident woodwork-
ing guy, Nick Herman, tells us he had made 18 hand crafted wooden items for the raffle.  We will have an 
expanded flower/garden section.  Tickets will again be 24 for $10.  Please share this with your friends, rela-
tives and neighbors.  ALL proceeds will be going to The Bright Hope Pregnancy Support Centers. 

 

 Thanks for your help and support, 

    Tea Team:  Rena Bond, Janis Charvala, Vicki Chimics, Judy Connelly, Carol Cunningham,  

                               Barb Fister, Carol Hartranft, Diane Jones, Cheryl Kneiss, Sue Marakovits,  

Ruthann Reinsmith, Sandy Svitana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

May 3, 2021 

Attendees: Bob Connelly, Jerry Charvala, Barry Steckel, Pr Brian 

 

 

 

• Cintas – no to contract, they will reach out next January 

• Grass cutting discussed, $45 a cut.    

• Contacted Adams Glass about window and the door.  Basement door by John Giel. 

• Roof to be repaired the week of May 30th. 

• Basement to be tiled on August 11th-14th.  We need to empty room and paint by that date.  After floors, racks 

need to be assembled. 

• Nave lights have been ordered.  Canister lights, spot for cross, lectern light.  

• Finish pointed bell tower and start main church building.  Rent lift to be delivered on May 10th til 17th.  Compen-

sate John Giel for work done ($1,000 per year for three years and entire structure will be re-pointed). Power 

washing after completion 

• All sidewalk cracks will be opened and then fixed in spring. 

• Bilco door needs to be addressed in spring. 

• Social hall windows need cleaned inside by Carol Harntraft. Outside by Jerry and Randy. 

• Water heater for sacristy sink to be removed and on-demand water unit installed next spring. Contact Dan Reed 

about on demand hot water. Danny Reed to fix basement toilet. Install an extension on outside water spigot.  Bar-

ry will call him. 

• We need to make a schedule of necessary things to be housed in office.  Drains must be unclogged every fall, 

lights must be checked twice a year.  Floor buffed yearly, waxed every other year. Ect. 

• Painting of outside of doors to office hallway and nave doors. (Help wanted in Newsletter for May). Outside rail-

ings will be sanded and painted in spring. 

• Mulching of beds.  Ask Lester to pick-up free mulch in May. 

• Haven House conversation.  We are open to opening space.  

• Purchase new no kink hoses- 2 fifty foot sections and nozzle replaced and new storage box to reel in house.   

**NEXT MEETING IS June 7th at 1:00.  Please come and join team if able!!!! 

Capital Renovations slated for this summer: 

(1) Slate roofs fix- $60,000 (3) Nave Lighting $1,000 (5) Basement Floor- $8,000 

(2) Narthex Window- $5,000 (4) Church Repointing- $6,000   

   

Total of Projects (these are rough estimates)- $80,000 

 

HELP WANTED:  

Painting of outside of doors to office hallway and nave doors. Out-

side railings need to be sanded and painted. If you would like to 

help please call the church office.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What's so great about a SCRIP card habit?  Here are some ideas: 
* We can pay Christian education/faith formation-related expenses without tapping into Holy Trinity's regu-
lar budget.      
* We can send graduating high school seniors off to technical school or college with a Paul Frantz Scholar-
ship. 
* We can envision expanding the scope of the SCRIP program beyond these original goals. 
* You can boost Holy Trinity's budget without increasing your weekly giving.  We encourage you to continue 
or even increase your weekly giving...but the profit that HT reaps from your SCRIP orders is like giving more 
without writing an extra check. 
* Ya gotta shop anyway...why not give back to your church while doing your shopping, dining, and gift-
giving? 
* From kids to teens and adults, there are gifts for all ages for birthdays, Father's Day, graduation, and 
thank-you gifts that you might need as summer approaches. 
  
The deadline for our next regular order is Sunday, June 13th - in time for Father's Day shopping and gift-
giving!!  Order forms are on the table under the window in the narthex.  See Diane or Joe after 9am worship 
any Sunday to browse the inventory of gift cards, or call or text Diane (610-739-6006) during the week for 
last-minute needs.  IOUs are welcome!   
 
These cards are available for immediate purchase from stock:    
COFFEE:  Dunkin     Starbucks    Wawa 
GROCERIES and PRESCRIPTIONS:   Giant    Walmart/Sam's Club   Weis 
GAS:  Sheetz    Wawa 
SHOPPING/GIFTING:   Cabela's     Target    Walmart     Kohl's    Staples     Amazon     Bed Bath & Be-
yond   
 
HOME IMPROVEMENT:   Lowe's.   Home Depot 
FAST FOOD/DINING:   Olive Garden   Longhorn Steakhouse    Buffalo Wild 
Wings   Carrabba's   TGIFridays    Arby's    Burger King   Taco Bell    Wendy's    Subway 
 
Don't forget that Kohl's cards purchased through SCRIP can be used to pay your Kohl's bill! 
Whole Foods Market and ebay have been added to the array of cards available from SCRIP! 
 

 

  
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


