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My dearest sisters and brothers in Christ,
We are currently in our third month of discovering our Vision Statement. So far, we’ve touched
on partnering and serving. In May, we will focus on GROWING. We are the body of Christ
called into a broken world. We grow when our focus shifts from inward to outward, from self
to others. We understand, we only grow through the grace of God- discovering what that
means and holding onto that message.
In the Gospel of Luke the eight chapter, we read, “15 But as for that in the good soil, these are
the ones who, when they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit
with patient endurance.” The seed (which Luke tells us is the Word of God) that the grower
scatters and lands in good soil produces fruit which grows. Since growing season has just
began, let’s talk about our gardens and what to expect.
Around our church, there is much work which has been started. The Teams are busy keeping
structure and programs functioning smoothly, safely, and with the intent to invite others into
our community of believers. One team, the Gardening Crew, works hard to insure we have a
beautiful appearance in our gardens. They spend many hours on their knees, nursing the plants
and tending the soil. We seldom get to witness the volunteers; but, we sure do see the fruition
of their work- beautiful flowers are all around our building.
These volunteers don’t have hidden agendas. They don’t have magic wands or miracle pills.
They simply put love into the work of caring for creation. This is the secret to growth. When
we all focus our efforts in love, good and beautiful results arise. Holy Trinity has and
continues to do work focused in love. The amount of help which we, as stewards, do to help
all of creation is astounding. We are growing in love. Yet, our giving is not reflecting the
output.
A very large piece of this spring growth for Holy Trinity should be focusing our giving in love.
I invite everyone to prayerfully consider how God is calling us to give to the church. Yes, it’s
time that we get on our knees and tend the soil of our financial gardens. Don’t think of this as
a stewardship drive, think of this request as an invitation to grow. Perhaps God will lead us
down a path of increased weekly giving- coming closer to sharing ten percent of our income
with others. Perhaps God will lead us down a path of planned estate giving- remembering the
church as God calls us into the Heavenly Kingdom. Perhaps God will lead us down a path of
Simply Giving- promising to put the church first is our budgeted line items of our households.
Wherever our prayers lead, just keep in mind that tremendous growth comes when we shift our
focus on others, when we shift our thought to love. God has scattered the Word into our rich
soils, let us respond to that abundant giving by opening our hearts and pouring our love out for
all of creation.
Your partner in prayerful consideration, Pr. Brian
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Financial Up-Date
The Church’s budget deficit at the end of March was (-$7,336.32). The
budget deficit at the end of March of 2018 was (-$5,627.46) - $1,708.86 less.
Since March is the end of the first quarter of the year, the projected 2019 budget
deficit annualizes to a total of over $29,00. Not good.
In order to make this year’s budget of $176,587, we need to average
$3,395.90 per Sunday. Through the first thirteen Sunday’s of 2019 we are
averaging $2,831.66 per Sunday -$564.84 per Sunday less than what is needed to
make budget.
During March, the following special gifts were received:
$ 25.00
Organ Fund
$409.00
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
$305.00
“Future Projects” Fund
$ 15.00
Dishwasher Fund
$ 10.00
Bulletin Dedication
On March the 7th, we also received a $1,022.00 deposit from Thrivent.
We started off the year of 2019 with a checking account balance of $13,800
thanks to Christmas. After meeting the second payroll of the month in late March,
the balance in the checking account was only $25.92. Hopefully Holy Week and
Easter were good to the church this year. Please continue to support Holy
Trinity’s ministry to the best of your financial ability as we get deeper into 2019.
John Marakovits
Treasurer

HOLY TRINITY NEWS
Have you remembered
Holy Trinity
in your Will?
By now, you should have received your offering
envelopes for May and June in the mail. If you do
not receive them, please contact Robin in the
church office. (610-264-2641)

At any time, you can give donations to the
“Pastor’s Discretionary Fund”. This fund is used
to give temporary financial assistance to people
of our congregation and community when a
sudden need arises. You may send contributions
to the church or place them in the offering plate
on Sunday mornings. Please mark your checks
or envelopes “Pastor’s Discretionary Fund”.

ELECTRONIC GIVING!!
“SIMPLY GIVING”

Your annual pledge helps us forecast, with
confidence, the level of financial support our
congregation will receive in the year ahead. It
is through the pledges and contributions of
our members that we are able to carry on our
work here Holy Trinity.
As you consider your pledge, we remind you that
we offer Electronic Giving as a way to automate
your offerings. It is convenient for you and
provides much-needed consistency for the
church. Collection basket offerings can fluctuate
significantly from week to week but when
contributions are automated, the church receives
funds on a steady, uninterrupted basis. To learn
more, call the church 610-264-2641.

If someone in your household is
graduating from High School, College/
University, or Trade School (including
advanced degrees), please call or email Robin
at the church office with the info. We would
love to include it in the June edition of the
“Trinity Tiding.

Holy Trinity is a member of the Blood Bank
Program. If you give blood, you may designate it as
Holy Trinity. Also, if you ever need blood, tell them
you’re a church member.

PAUL FRANTZ SCHOLARSHIP

High School seniors planning on attending
college/trade school in the fall of 2019 should
start gathering references from teachers and
advisors. Applications for the Paul Frantz
Scholarship are available now. Please see
Rick Minnich. Due date is May 12th.

Christine Seip, Lily Zimmerman and Layla
Zimmerman, Michelle Kasunic, Melissa Knecht
and Riley Knecht, Eric and Traci Reitz, Alexis
Pursell, Ty Reitz and Hunter Reitz.
We are so happy to have you with us!!

Altar Flowers

Congratulations to Lee Taylor and
Leeann Giel on the baptism of their sons
Sebastian and Brice Taylor on Easter
Sunday at the 9am service.
Congratulations to Tim and Christine
Seip on the baptism of their God Child
Michael Shook, Jr. on Easter Sunday at
the 10:30am service.

TO THE GLORY OF GOD:
May 5

by Frank and Carole Nacci.

May 12

In loving memory of Eva Baragone
and Emma Schwab by Sandy and
Erich Svitana.

May 19

In honor of our Vets by the Nacci
family.

May 26

In honor of Frank Nacci to celebrate
his birthday by his wife Carole.

Bulletins
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND:
Open all month

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the family of
Dolores Herman who passed away on
March 30th and to the family of June
Crawford who passed away on Easter

“Trinity Tidings”

Saturday, May 18 – Taco/Baked Potato Bar
- benefit The Catasauqua Library

All dedications are taken for 2019
Thank you.
Please Note: The council has decided that the
standing dedications for flowers will still stand
but on the “open” Sunday’s we are asking people
to sponsor bulletins , Pastor Discretionary
Fund, Etc…. to off set that cost. Your dedication
will be in the bulletin. If you have any questions,
please call the church office.

Sunday, May 19th – 5-7pm 1st and 3rd “Trivia
Night”

Have you heard 1st and 3rd?

Future Events

Saturday, June 1st – Catasauqua Library
Yard Sale here at Holy Trinity
8th

Saturday, June
– 3-5pm Jr. Victorian
Tea (doors open at 2:30pm)
Sunday, July 14th – Annual Ocean Grove
Bus Trip (seats still available.)
Saturday, July 27 – 11am-12:30pm
Community Picnic featuring hot dogs/turkey
BBQ, pasta salad, ice cream/strawberries

Fellowship and learning for adults, youth and
children…..
The 1st and 3rd Sunday every month from
5-7pm….light dinner served……

Remember the St. Patrick's Day dinner the youth served at Christ Lutheran Church back in
March? They received a very generous stipend of $500 from the church for their work (and their
winning personalities!). They have decided to split the funds equally between the 30 Hour Famine
and Jake's Dragon - an organization that Dylan Carfara's Rising Stars baseball team is
supporting. The foundation is "dedicated to funding innovative pediatric cancer research as well as
helping families cope with the enormous financial burden of this disease". Our youth are addressing
the foundation's theme - "because kids can't fight cancer alone" - by purchasing $250 worth of
SCRIP gift cards to be given to families for gas and meals while their children are hospitalized. (In
the process, the youth are raising $16.75 for the SCRIP program!)
Huge Thank You to the many members of our Holy Trinity family who have sponsored one or
more of our youth in the 30 Hour Famine. It's been especially meaningful this year, since most of
you don't even know half of the youth who participated - most of them attend the 9:00 relaxed family
worship service. As I write this, the 8 of us who fasted for 30 hours - Emily and Ian Thomas,
Brianna Walker, Emily Suter, Dylan Carfara, Mady Williams, Riley Knecht, and I - have raised close
to $1700 to fight hunger! Don't be surprised if some of these kids still come up to you and ask you
to sponsor them retroactively...and please be patient if you wrote a check, while we gather the
remaining pledges. They earn World Vision Famine T-shirts based on their fundraising, but in order
to do that, we have to send the funds in at one time.
While we fasted Easter weekend, we increased our understanding of hunger, collected food
on 3rd and 4th Streets and shelved it at the Catty Food Bank, participated in the living Stations of
the Cross as part of the Good Friday worship service at HT, and hosted our third annual free
community egg hunt as well as an Easter gingerbread house activity for 7- to 10-year-olds. In
spite of the rainy weather that forced the egg hunt indoors, 23 kids enjoyed scrambling for over 1000
plastic eggs, and 8 older children enjoyed the craft and received goody bags. Special thanks to
these volunteers, without whom the activities could not have been successfully pulled off: Diane
Carfara (our food collection transportation - those bags of groceries get heavy, especially when
we're hungry!), Ruthann Reinsmith and Nancy Miller (total domination of the craft room, right down
to cleanup), Jason and Jen Carfara and Lilah (leaders of those eager lines of kids to their respective
egg hunt and craft areas), and Wendi Thomas (who provided homemade chicken soup in lieu of
pizza to break our fast). And one more thank you to all those who donated goodies to fill those
plastic eggs, as well as meat trays for the gingerbread house "yards".
We hope you have noticed another activity we did during the 30 Hour Famine...we "planted"
232 forks in the flowerbeds near the permanent Holy Trinity sign on Pine Street. Our sign explains
that the forks represent the over 7000 children that die every 30 hours from hunger-related
causes. We hope you'll take a moment to pause and reflect on this memorial to the children we
cared about with our actions as well as our words.
Get ready for the colorful and scrumptious return of the youth-hosted Taco and Baked
Potato Bar on Saturday, May 18th from 4-7pm. Although the cost of the dinner is your donation at
the door, tickets are encouraged to help us plan for the spread. Two great meals in one...and
featuring famous Blondie's cupcakes for dessert! 100% of the proceeds will benefit the Catasauqua
Library. We hope you'll mark this tasty date on your calendars, and get your tickets to help us plan!

Youth cont’d…….

And while your calendars are out, add the Junior Victorian Tea on Saturday, June 8th
from 3-5pm (doors open at 2:30). This is a fun-packed and semi-elegant spin-off from the Tea
Team's classic Victorian Tea, scaled down to engage a younger set of guests. You and your young
invitees - children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, neighbors - will be treated to games, crafts,
a spectacular basket raffle, and delicious sweets and beverages served on beautiful china. This is
our annual fundraiser that makes it possible for us to continue to support our South African
sponsored "sister". We look forward to serving up an afternoon of fun! Want to be part of the event
as more than a guest? Talk to Diane about helping with set-up, hosting, clean-up, or donating
a basket /gift card for the raffle or small-scale desserts. Idea: SCRIP gift cards make great
additions to our family-friendly basket raffle and they give twice by also benefiting the Christian
education program! Ordering cards by the May 12th deadline will get them here in plenty of time for
the Junior Tea, or you can choose from the ongoing stock of cards.
PARENTS: Please put the following dates on your calendars, and confirm with Diane ASAP about
your youth's (and your) availability to participate in these youth-hosted events
 Taco & Baked Potato Bar - May 18, 4-7pm (set-up starting at 2pm, cleanup afterwards)
Junior Victorian Tea - June 8, 3-5pm (set-up tentatively on Thursday, June 6 - time TBD, and
starting in the morning Saturday, June 8)
Here are the sentence prayers that came from the hearts of the youth who broke their 30-hour fast
together on April 20th:
Thank you, God, for using these 30 hours to help me reconnect with you. I not only spent time
with those I care about, but I always learn something each year, so thank you...I'm thankful that you
were with everyone through this journey...I'm thankful for the gift of patience to wait so long before
my next meal...Thank you God for giving me the strength to push through the hunger and hold out a
helping hand for the community and my friends...I'm happy to have had an experience like this to
see just a small portion of what it's like without. It makes you realize how lucky we are...Thank you,
Lord, for letting us see each other and have fun with each other during the Famine. Also that we are
able to put ourselves in the shoes of hungry kids, and to be together while doing it. Amen.

Future 2nd Sunday of the month Fellowship and Refreshments
May 12th Mother’s Day, No C & C
June 9th Diane Carfara and Carol Cunningham
July 14th Diane Czar and Joe Schwindenhammer

Scrip News
What's harder than getting into the SCRIP card habit? Remembering to ask for the $0 balance
cards back at the register! But we want you to put your name on each $0 balance card and drop it in
the Scrip (tissue) box on the table in the fellowship hall. When we reach another milestone, we will
draw a name - the winner will receive a $10 gift card of their choice. Enter as many times as you
like to increase your chances of winning! The more cards you buy, the sooner we'll get to another
milestone of earnings - and the more cards you'll have in the box when we draw the lucky winner!!!
What's so great about a SCRIP card habit? Here are some ideas:
* We can pay Christian education-related expenses without tapping into Holy Trinity's oftenstrained budget. So far in 2019, the SCRIP program has been called on to cover youth expenses
related to 1st and 3rd and the 30-Hour Famine.
* We can send graduating high school seniors off to technical school or college with a Paul Frantz
Scholarship.
* We can envision expanding the scope of the SCRIP program beyond these original goals.
* You can boost Holy Trinity's budget without increasing your weekly giving. Not that we
don't encourage you to continue or even increase your weekly giving...but the profit that HT reaps
from your SCRIP orders is like giving more without writing an extra check.
* Ya gotta shop anyway...why not give back to your church while doing your shopping, dining, and giftgiving?
* From kids to teens and adults, there are gifts for all ages for birthdays, & Father's Day,
graduation, and thank-you gifts.
In a world where we're always trying to break bad habits, why not make a habit of adding SCRIP
cards to your routine? Thank you to those of you who have started or renewed this great habit in
2019!
The deadline for our next regular order is Sunday, May 12. Too late to gift your mom a SCRIP
card? Not at all! See Diane after worship any Sunday to browse the inventory of gift cards, or
contact Joe (610-573-1957) or Diane (610-739-6006) during the week for last-minute needs. IOUs
are welcome for in-stock cards. Available for immediate purchase from stock:
Amazon

Applebee's

Burger King
Home Depot

Arby's

Bed Bath & Beyond

Bonefish

Cabela's Carrabba's Chili's Cracker Barrel
IHOP Kohl's Longhorn Steakhouse
Lowe's

Bravo

Buca di Beppo

CVS Dunkin
Giant
Olive Garden Outback

Panera
Red Lobster
Ross
Ruby Tuesday
Starbucks
Subway
Taco Bell Target TGIFridays Walmart/Sam's Club Wawa Weis Wendy's

Two worldly displays - the food box and the Fair Trade table - are housed within a holy setting possibly reminiscent of the money changers that Jesus drove out of the temple? But they are also very
suitably located near the baptismal font - ongoing reminders of ways that we can live out our baptism.
As Mother's Day quickly approaches, another display has reappeared to promote Blanket
Sunday. Repetition never seems to cause boredom with this annual event at Holy Trinity. If you're new to
this congregation, here's a brief explanation: you'll see Blanket Sunday flyers on the Announcements table
in the back of our worship space, encouraging you to donate in $10 increments to provide blankets for those
without the comfort and warmth of a home. The cost has increased since the days of the "five dollar
blanket"...but for only $10, Church World Service can provide a summer- or winter-weight blanket to a
refugee or victim of natural disaster, including people in need right here in the U.S. Use the flyer to submit
your dedication so it can be included in the worship bulletin on Mother's Day. Cards are available at the
blanket display so you can convey your thoughts to the special women in your life.
Other ways to give a non-traditional gift to Mom: stop at the fair trade table and take home a
catalog and browse for fairly-traded, hand-crafted gifts that you can order by phone, mail, or online...or
choose a catalog that offers really outside-the-box gifts, like tree seedlings or bees or baby chicks or
support of girls' education! Or rummage through the Ten Thousand Villages fair trade items on the table for
sale at a discounted price.
Supporting our neighbors closer to home. Thank you to all who support our Catasauqua neighbors
by bringing nonperishable food and grocery bags for the Catty food bank, and to those who leave money in
the "Meant to but forgot" container in the big green box. Why not try out one of the "Just One Thing" bags
located on the food box as well as at the food table in the hallway outside the fellowship hall? Each time
you go to a store that offers nonperishable foods, purchase Just One Thing to put in the little shopping
bag. When it's full, bring it back in and take a new bag to keep up the habit!
Other ways you can support our neighbors:
 come to Coffee With a Cop, usually the third Thursday of the month, and be the face of Holy Trinity as
we (anonymously) fund a snack for our neighbors and share some time and conversation.
 serve or enjoy some lunch and conversation the last Saturday each month. You might not be a resident
of Catty, but as a part of our Holy Trinity family, each of us is a neighbor to the people who do live in Catty.
Become a familiar, caring face as we work to get our neighbors out from their houses and into community.
attend the youth-hosted Taco & Baked Potato Bar on Saturday, May 18, and support this year's yard sale a partnership with the Catasauqua public library. 100% of the proceeds will go to the library for a muchneeded supplement to their slim budget. See more details for both events elsewhere in this newsletter.
Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. Amos 5:24

Trinity Morning Glories
We are a daytime women’s group here at Holy Trinity. Our focus is on the spiritual and service to others.
Along the way, we share food, work, laugh, chat and pray together! Please join us!
Note: Our meetings will always be the 3rd Monday at 10:00 (exception: Dec. will be the 2nd
Monday).
On Monday, April 15, 2019, 26 women enjoyed homemade hoagies and dessert treats. Karen
Frankenfield’s devotions spoke of the welcome signs of spring as God unfolds his surprises for the season.
Sandra Arden, Catasauqua Public Library Librarian, gave us a very interesting glimpse into what
the library offers. She spoke about the books, the computer services, the various programs, and the needs
of the library. Sandra encouraged us to go to the library where she can help with any type of research that
we need to have done. Her enthusiasm for the library was very apparent.
Our Mary’s Shelter Cay Galgon Center baby bottle campaign ended March 31. Kathy Nattress told us that
the total right now is $1,050. We know several bottles that people have but we are missing 27 bottles.
Mary’s Shelter had given us 120 which we need to return. Please return any filled or empty bottles to
Robin’s office.
Ruthann Reinsmith and Nancy Miller are coordinating the “ReBra” program. We will be collecting new
and used bras at our May meeting.
So far, 32 women have signed up for the Pines Dinner Theatre’s “Second Chances, The Thrift Shop
Musical” on Thursday, May 9th. Cost: $47 which was due by April 15 to Sue Marakovits.
Linda Wiland and Jackie Simoné had us finish 50 very creative Easter tray favors for our 3 Northampton
County Meals on Wheels routes.
Distribution of offering: $250 was donated to the Catasauqua Public Library.
Since Sept. 2008, $40,995.80 has been donated to special causes; this does not include all the nonmonetary donations that have been made over the past 10 years which probably equal that amount.
Future Dates:
Monday, May 20, 2019: Devotions: Jackie Simoné
At 10:00, Michelle Wagner will talk to us about the ReBra program.
We will begin with the speaker promptly at 10:00 as Michelle must leave.
YMCA Summer Feeding Program – Pastor Brian
Bring in for Summer Feeding Program: water bottles, individually wrapped salty-type snacks,
Brown lunch bags, Zip-lock sandwich bags, Zip-lock sandwich bags.
Finalize September Murder Mystery details (Carol Hartranft has beads for it.)
Vicki Chimics and Sandy Svitana have volunteered to do our bulletin board from June thru Nov.
Finalize ReBra Collection (Nancy Miller/Ruthann Reinsmith)
Bring your own bag lunch; ice cream sundaes will be supplied:
Chocolate Ice Cream/?; Vanilla Ice Cream/Cheryl Kneiss; PB Swirl Ice Cream/Kathy Nattress
Ice Cream/Kathy Brudnak
Hot Fudge Sauce/Linda Wiland; Caramel Sauce/Ann Marie Oreldorf
Pretzels & Bowls/Vicki Chimics
Strawberries/Karen Frankenfield & Pat Fried; Whipped Cream/Brenda Ondush

Trinity Morning Glories (cont’d)
Monday, June 17, 2019: Picnic at Church; Devotions: _______________________
Bring canned goods for the Catasauqua Food Bank. Have fun!
Picnic Food: Hamburger BBQ/Brenda Ondush; Pork BBQ/Judy Connelly
Rolls/Linda Wiland; Green Salad/Lois McAllister;
Pasta Salad/Vicki Chimics; Coleslaw/Marge Kovacs; Macaroni Salad/Diane Jones
Cold Veggie Pizza/Karen Frankenfield; Dessert/Carol Cunningham & Sandy Svitana
Ice Tea/Cheryl Kneiss; Lemonade/Judy Spaits
Monday, July 15, 2019: Devotions: ____________________________
Dylan and Gavin Rainbow Ministry Speaker/List of items needed for this ministry will follow.
MOW Tray Favors: Barb Fister/Cheryl Kneiss
Plan for August 2019 thru January 2020
Appetizers/Desserts/Drinks
Ice Tea/Judy Spaits
Monday August 19 speaker: Melissa Brown – Recap of YMCA Summer Feeding Program
For our “Murder at Mardi Gras” murder mystery dinner play on September 21, 2019, Bad Bones BBQ will
supply marinated chicken, roasted parsley potatoes and a green salad for $8.00/person. Pat Fried will again
supply the 85 sundae cups from King Kone for dessert. At our May meeting, we will finalize the details

YARD SALE NEWS

Plans for this year's yard sale are well underway behind the scenes...now it's time to get Holy Trinity
members involved in the partnership with the Catasauqua public library, to be held at Holy Trinity on
Saturday, June 1st, 8am to 1pm. Here's how you can help:
 Clean out your closets, basement, attic, shed, garage...and bring in your gently used items (clothes, toys,
household items, tools, sports equipment, etc.). Items can be dropped off in the fellowship hall beginning
Wednesday, May 22 during office hours (9am-2pm Monday to Thursday) and from 4-8pm the week before
the yard sale (excluding Memorial Day). Sorry, we cannot accept encyclopedias, text books, TVs, computer
monitors, and similar electronics.
 Volunteer to help with set-up Tuesday, May 28th through Friday, May 31st from 4-8pm. If you can
empty a box, we can use you!! Volunteers are also needed the day of the yard sale, from 7am through cleanup (until around 3pm), and on Monday, June 3rd to help with pick-up of our leftover items. Even an hour of
help makes a difference!
 Donate a baked good for the bake sale. Cupcakes, small cakes, brownies, cookies, pies, etc. are always a
big hit. We prefer individually-packaged items, but we can cut and package your item, too.
Help spread the word about the sale! 100% of the proceeds will go to the library!
Please contact Joe Schwindenhammer (610-573-1957 call or text; swingride45@aol.com) to volunteer, or if
you have questions or need assistance bringing in items for the sale. To arrange drop-off or volunteering
outside of the hours listed above, contact Diane Czar (610-739-6006 call or text; czarmom45@aol.com).
Thank you in advance for your help in this Neighbor Supporting Neighbor opportunity!

